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Rublee-Washburn House 

612 Ferry Street

Historic Overview

Italianate style, built ca. 1856.

First owner: Francis M. Rublee.                          
La Crosse County Treasurer, started first 
sawmill, the La Crosse Lumber Co.

Second owner: Cadwallader C. Washburn. 
Major-General in the Civil War, organized the 
2nd Wisconsin Cavalry Regiment.

Served as US Congressman for five terms,   
Wisconsin Governor, on UW Board of Regents. 

Founded flour mill in Minneapolis which later 
became the General Mills Co.

Ca. 1890. Source: UWL Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC.



Why It’s Endangered

Damage to various historic elements. 

Requires maintenance, falling into disrepair.

Facing neighborhood redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Considered first architect-designed home in 
the city, unlike anything else at the time. 

Built when only five families lived in La Crosse.

Rublee and Washburn were both prominent 
early citizens of La Crosse.

Ca. 2009. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.
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City Granite and Marble Works

601-603 3rd Street S.

Historic Overview

Queen Anne style, built ca. 1895.

Unique commercial Victorian design. 
Prominent corner turret supported by a 
granite Corinthian column.

Owned by Austrian immigrant John J. Stanek, 
old world craftsman. Sculpted headstones, 
monuments and art from granite and marble.

Also home to the Haller Meat Market (1906-
1920s), Haller replaced the Stanek nameplate.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation.

(Left) Ca. 1905. Source: Nordstern.   (Right) Ca. 2010. Source: Marcus Zettler.



Why It’s Endangered

Damage to historic granite column.

Missing window, falling into disrepair.

Neighboring historic buildings demolished, 
building is isolated on corner lot.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Important architectural contribution to 
downtown La Crosse.

Retains original turret wrapped with metal 
embossed designs. Onion-domed roof could 
be rebuilt from historic photograph.

Granite column could be repaired.
Ca. 2020. Source: Marcus Zettler.

City Granite and Marble Works

601-603 3rd Street S.



MacMillan Apartments 

709 and 711-713 Cass Street

Historic Overview

Neoclassical influence, strong examples        
of period apartment design.

Built by La Crosse-born architect             
Andrew Roth between 1912 - 1915.

Distinctive two-story front porches with 
capped, brick piers.

Owned by Daniel G. MacMillan, a prominent 
businessman, industrialist, and civic leader  
in La Crosse history.

Ca. 1985. Source: UWL Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC.



Why It’s Endangered

Encroachment by expanding road and high-
traffic roundabout. Facing significant 
neighborhood redevelopment.

In need of maintenance/restoration.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Noteworthy historic apartment design in a 
pronounced location.

Designed by a skilled local architect.

Potentially eligible for National Register of 
Historic Places designation and Historic Tax 
Credits for restoration.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.
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Jehlen Building

119-121 3rd Street S.

Historic Overview

Vernacular commercial, built ca. 1886.

Projecting brick cornice with dentil detailing 
and parapet, and arched window hoods 
with corbeled ends intact.

The La Crosse Morning Chronicle reported 
on Jan. 1, 1887, that Dominic Jehlen built 
this store for $3000.

1888 City Directory lists Dominic Jehlen
operating a meat market here and living in 
the building with three of his employees.

His sons took over the business in 1892, 
renaming it Jehlen Bros.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.



Why It’s Endangered

Vacant building in the heart of downtown.

Windows are boarded up, in need of repair.

In danger of redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Retains many historic elements.

1932 remodel blueprints drafted by architect 
Otto Merman exist, would facilitate historic 
restoration to that period.

In the Commercial Historic District. Potentially 
eligible for Tax Credits if restored.

Ca. 1932. Source: UWL Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC.

Jehlen Building

119-121 3rd Street S.



W. C. Will House

503 Caledonia Street

Historic Overview

Queen Anne style, built ca. 1894 by               
La Crosse-born architect Andrew Roth.

Rare example of a Queen Anne built with  
red brick in North La Crosse.

Gable roofed, two-story house with a    
three-sided bay on the lower-level, stained 
glass and half-round window in cross-gable.

Owned by William C. Will, inspector with the 
Chicago, Burlington & Northern Railways.

Ca. 1977. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.



Why It’s Endangered

Sits in-between the Monitor Street district 
and the Amtrak Train Station parking lot.     

Facing neighborhood redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Unusual architectural example.

Designed by a skilled local architect.

Retains many historic building elements.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.

W. C. Will House
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C. H. Hegge House

1339 Caledonia Street

Historic Overview

Queen Anne Style, built ca. 1894 by La Crosse-born 
architect Andrew Roth.

Atypical example of an ornate Queen Anne home in 
North La Crosse. House retains decorative shingles, 
ornate woodwork, and stained glass windows.

Owned by Christian Hegge, a Norwegian immigrant 
who came to La Crosse ca. 1878. 

With his brother Halsten, he started Hegge Bros. 
Meat Market at  732 Rose Street. It operated 
continuously in North La Crosse for several decades.

Ca. 1977. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.



Why It’s Endangered

Original historic features (shingles and 
ornamental woodwork) falling into disrepair.

In danger of neighborhood redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Unique Queen Anne example. Retains 
important architectural features like two-
story gable roofed porch, elevated railing, 
carved posts and stained-glass.

Designed by a skilled local architect.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation. Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.

C. H. Hegge House
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A. L. Maltman House

1218 Vine Street

Historic Overview

American Foursquare, ca. 1918.

One in a row of three similar homes,   
possibly constructed by the same builder.

Distinctive entrance with gabled roof 
supported by brackets. A two-story bay on 
the West side. Retains its original siding 
and upper-level shingles.

Owned by Arthur L. Maltman, a stock 
clerk at the La Crosse Tractor Co.

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.



Why It’s Endangered

Only three historic buildings remain on this 
block, encircled by modern apartments.

Used for student housing, facing severe 
neglect and falling into disrepair.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Retains many historic elements. Porch can 
be restored to original appearance.

Only a finite number of American Foursquare 
homes in La Crosse.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation. Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.

A. L. Maltman House
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E. J. Weimar House

1222 Vine Street

Historic Overview

American Foursquare, ca. 1918.

One of three similar homes in a row,   
possibly constructed by same builder.

Hipped roof with broad overhang. Two-
story side bay. Retains original upper-level 
shingles and lower-level siding.

Owned by Edward J. Weimar, an employee 
at the National Bank of La Crosse.

Edward, wife Edna, and 3-year-old son Ray 
moved in around March 1918.

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.



Why It’s Endangered

Only three historic buildings remain on this 
block, encircled by modern apartments.

Used for student housing, facing severe 
neglect and falling into disrepair.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Retains many historic elements. Porch can 
be restored to original appearance.

Row of three American Foursquare homes 
possibly designed by well-known builder.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.
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H. J. Putman House

231 13th Street N.

Historic Overview

American Foursquare, ca. 1918. 

Listed as 1226 Vine in 1922 City Directory.          

One of three similar homes in a row, 
possibly constructed by same builder.

Distinctive and less common layout. 

Retains original bracketed side entrance 
covering.

Owned by Henry J. Putman, a sales 
manager at the La Crosse Rubber Mills.

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.



Why It’s Endangered

Only three historic buildings remain on this 
block, encircled by modern apartments.

Used for student housing, facing severe 
neglect and falling into disrepair.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Vinyl siding detracts from appearance and 
might be hiding original elements.

Row of three American Foursquare homes 
possibly designed by well-known builder.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.

H. J. Putman House

231 13th Street N.



La Crosse Fire Station No. 4

906 Gillette Street

Historic Overview

Eclectic/Tudor influenced, ca. 1940.

Designed by well-known Racine architect     

J. Mandor Matson to blend into the 

residential community which surrounds it.

Constructed by notable La Crosse 

contracting firm Peter Nelson and Son.

The earliest fire station still functioning, 

and the only fire station showing the 

influence of historic architectural styles.

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.



La Crosse Fire Station No. 4

906 Gillette Street

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.

Why It’s Endangered

Scheduled for demolition upon completion of 
a new fire station on adjacent site.

Why It’s Worth Saving

A important example of civic architecture.

Built by a prominent architect and local 
contracting company.

The building could be modified to meet 
modern needs or converted to a new purpose.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark 
designation.


