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John Walter Building
304 Pearl Street

Historic Overview

Victorian Commercial Vernacular, built ca.1878.

Owned by John Walter (nameplate still visible on
upper facade). Known as the John Walter Saloon
until his death in 1905.

Second owner Fred Hefti also operated a saloon
here until Prohibition began in 1920.

During Prohibition, multiple business owners
used the storefront for a variety of ventures:
a barbershop, a millinery and a soda fountain.

Has operated continuously as The Casino Tavern
since the end of Prohibition in 1933.

Ca. 1939. Source: Library of Congress.




John Walter Building
304 Pearl Street

Why It’s Endangered

Building suffered serious fire, smoke and water
damage in February 2021.

Remains damaged and vacant more than one
year later. At serious risk of collapse.

Shares walls with both neighboring buildings,
potentially jeopardizing other businesses.
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Highly significant part of the National Register
La Crosse Commercial Historic District.
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Best remaining example of a 1930’s Moderne
styled storefront in downtown La Crosse. T . A e




600 Block of 4" Street S.
(J.P. Koller Building and John Halverson House)

Historic Overview

J.P. Koller Building (Grocery &
Saloon), built ca. 1898.

Owner John P. Koller moved to
La Crosse in 1867 (at age 4).
Became a businessman and
Alderman for the 13t Ward.

John Halverson House, built ca.
1891.

Owner John Halverson, born in
1825, was a superintendent with g . i -
Mons Anderson & Son Co. He J.P. Koller Building (Left). John Halverson House (Right).
worked there at least 31 years Ca. 1977. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.
from around 1866 until 1897.




600 Block of 4" Street S.
(J.P. Koller Building and John Halverson House)

Why It’s Endangered

The only historic buildings remaining on
the entire 600 block of 4t Street S. Both
buildings in danger of redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Both are unique examples of Victorian
architecture, both eligible for La Crosse
Local Historic Landmark designation.

J. P. Koller Building still displays original
advertising “ghost sign”, ornamental
brickwork and other historic features.

Ca. 2012. Source: Google Maps.

John Halverson House is a rare example of
a residential home remaining downtown.




Rublee-Washburn House
612 Ferry Street

Historic Overview

Italianate style, built ca. 1856.

First owner: Francis M. Rublee.
La Crosse County Treasurer, started first
sawmill, the La Crosse Lumber Co.

Second owner: Cadwallader C. Washburn.
Major-General in the Civil War, organized the
2nd Wisconsin Cavalry Regiment.

Served as US Congressman for five terms, e
Wisconsin Governor, on UW Board of Regents. P

Founded flour mill in Minneapolis which later
became the General Mills Co.

Ca. 1890. Source: UWL Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC.




Rublee-Washburn House
612 Ferry Street
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Why It’s Endangered § % ﬂ.,,

Damage to various historic elements.

Requires maintenance, falling into disrepair.

Facing neighborhood redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Considered first architect-designed home in
the city, unlike anything else at the time.

Built when only five families lived in La Crosse.

Rublee and Washburn were both prominent
early citizens of La Crosse.

Ca. 2009. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




MacMillan Apartments
709 and 711-713 Cass Street

Historic Overview

Neoclassical influence, strong examples
of period apartment design.

Built by La Crosse-born architect
Andrew Roth between 1912 - 1915.

Distinctive two-story front porches with
capped, brick piers.

Owned by Daniel G. MacMillan, a prominent
businessman, industrialist, and civic leader
in La Crosse history.

Ca. 1985. Source: UWL Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC.




MacMillan Apartments
709 and 711-713 Cass Street

Why It’s Endangered

Encroachment by expanding road and high-
traffic roundabout. Facing significant
neighborhood redevelopment.

In need of maintenance/restoration.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Noteworthy historic apartment design in a
pronounced location.

Designed by a skilled local architect.

Potentially eligible for National Register of
Historic Places designation and Historic Tax
Credits for restoration.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.




W. C. Will House
503 Caledonia Street

Historic Overview

Queen Anne style, built ca. 1894 by
La Crosse-born architect Andrew Roth.

Rare example of a Queen Anne built with
red brick in North La Crosse.

Gable roofed, two-story house with a
three-sided bay on the lower-level, stained
glass and half-round window in cross-gable. ﬂ ﬂ

Owned by William C. Will, inspector with the _-"
Chicago, Burlington & Northern Railways. ) [poa

Ca. 1977. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




W. C. Will House
503 Caledonia Street

Why It’s Endangered

Sits in-between the Monitor Street district
and the Amtrak Train Station parking lot.

Facing neighborhood redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Unusual architectural example.

Designed by a skilled local architect.
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Retains many historic building elements. TS PR RO T e v e TG e
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Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmar
designation.




C. H. Hegge House
1339 Caledonia Street

Historic Overview

Queen Anne Style, built ca. 1894 by La Crosse-born
architect Andrew Roth.

Atypical example of an ornate Queen Anne home in
North La Crosse. House retains decorative shingles,
ornate woodwork, and stained glass windows.

Owned by Christian Hegge, a Norwegian immigrant
who came to La Crosse ca. 1878.

With his brother Halsten, he started Hegge Bros.
Meat Market at 732 Rose Street. It operated
continuously in North La Crosse for several decades.

Ca. 1977. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




C. H. Hegge House
1339 Caledonia Street

Why It’s Endangered

Original historic features (shingles and
ornamental woodwork) falling into disrepair.

In danger of neighborhood redevelopment.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Unique Queen Anne example. Retains
important architectural features like two-
story gable roofed porch, elevated railing,
carved posts and stained-glass.

Designed by a skilled local architect.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark
designation.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.




A. L. Maltman House
1218 Vine Street

Historic Overview

American Foursquare, ca. 1918.

One in a row of three similar homes,
possibly constructed by the same builder.

Distinctive entrance with gabled roof
supported by brackets. A two-story bay on
the West side. Retains its original siding
and upper-level shingles.

Owned by Arthur L. Maltman, a stock
clerk at the La Crosse Tractor Co.

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




A. L. Maltman House
1218 Vine Street

Why It’s Endangered

Only three historic buildings remain on this
block, encircled by modern apartments.

Used for student housing, facing severe
neglect and falling into disrepair.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Retains many historic elements. Porch can
be restored to original appearance.

Only a finite number of American Foursquare
homes in La Crosse.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark =
designation. Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.




E. J. Weimar House
1222 Vine Street

Historic Overview

American Foursquare, ca. 1918.

One of three similar homes in a row,
possibly constructed by same builder.

Hipped roof with broad overhang. Two-
story side bay. Retains original upper-level
shingles and lower-level siding.

Owned by Edward J. Weimar, an employee
at the National Bank of La Crosse.

Edward, wife Edna, and 3-year-old son Ray
moved in around March 1918.

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




E. J. Weimar House
1222 Vine Street

Why It’s Endangered

Only three historic buildings remain on this
block, encircled by modern apartments.

Used for student housing, facing severe
neglect and falling into disrepair.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Retains many historic elements. Porch can
be restored to original appearance.

Row of three American Foursquare homes
possibly designed by well-known builder.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark
designation.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.




H. J. Putman House
231 13 Street N.

Historic Overview

American Foursquare, ca. 1918.
Listed as 1226 Vine in 1922 City Directory.

One of three similar homes in a row,
possibly constructed by same builder.

Distinctive and less common layout.

Retains original bracketed side entrance
covering.

Owned by Henry J. Putman, a sales _..,; h
manager at the La Crosse Rubber Mills. 11111t

Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




H. J. Putman House
231 13 Street N.

Why It’s Endangered

Only three historic buildings remain on this
block, encircled by modern apartments.

Used for student housing, facing severe
neglect and falling into disrepair.

Why It’s Worth Saving

Vinyl siding detracts from appearance and
might be hiding original elements.

Row of three American Foursquare homes
possibly designed by well-known builder.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark
designation.

Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.




La Crosse Fire Station No. 4
906 Gillette Street
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Historic Overview

Eclectic/Tudor influenced, ca. 1940.

Designed by well-known Racine architect
J. Mandor Matson to blend into the

residential community which surrounds it.

Constructed by notable La Crosse
contracting firm Peter Nelson and Son.

The earliest fire station still functioning,
and the only fire station showing the
influence of historic architectural styles. g SO e
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Ca. 1983. Source: Wisconsin Historical Society.




La Crosse Fire Station No. 4
906 Gillette Street

Why It’s Endangered

Scheduled for demolition upon completion of
a new fire station on adjacent site.

Why It’s Worth Saving

A important example of civic architecture.

Built by a prominent architect and local s i8 w0l il
contracting company. —— T

The building could be modified to meet
modern needs or converted to a new purpose.

Eligible for La Crosse Local Historic Landmark
designation. ‘ S
Ca. 2019. Source: Google Maps.




